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in a costly campaign with inadequate forces in a difficult country
where, especially under winter conditions, the defence held all the
advantages.

The Allied invasion of the Italian mainland opened with a
landing by the Eighth Army on September 3 on the peninsula of
Calabria, followed by a second in the Gulf of Taranto. The
American Fifth Army under General Clark was also landed, on
September 9 in the Naples area. In this last-named operation,
directed as far north as the limits of air support would permit
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us to go, the British Xth Corps (46th, and 56th Infantry and yth
Armoured Divisions) landed on the left at Salerno, and took its
share of the fierce and prolonged fighting there, which lasted a full
week before the hostile resistance was broken and our footing firmly
established. Naples was occupied on October i, and the enemy fell
back to the line of the Volturno. Meanwhile the Xlllth Corps of
the Eighth Army, meeting little resistance, had been pushing up
from Reggie on both sides of the Calabrian peninsula to bring
direct support to the Fifth Army, and the Vth Corps, which had
landed at Taranto, advanced up the Adriatic coastal plain
to seize the airfields at Foggia and come in on the hostile flank and
rear. Their progress, however, was hampered by the difficult country,